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Lis Weir, Chair of “The Glens Red Squirrel Group”, 2017 -2019
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It has been my honor to once again serve as Chair of the Glens Red Squirrel Group during 2018/19
and it has been a very busy year for the group and one in which a lot of work has again fallen on
a few dedicated volunteers. Without the support of these hard-working folk, the Red Squirrel
population in the Glens of Antrim would be at much greater risk. As a group with charitable status
we are reliant on grants and public support to fund our activities and several bids were successful
as will be outlined in the body of the annual report. I want to recognize the great efforts of Glens
Red Squirrel Ranger, Gerard McCaughan who worked very hard on these funding applications.
The Glens Red Squirrel Group was proud to celebrate its 10th year in operation, and we organized
a series of special events to mark this milestone as will be outlined here in the annual report. The
production of an attractive new information leaflet, largely the work of our Vice-Chair Daniel
McAfee, means we can continue to spread our message far and wide.
On-going grey control has been essential and as feedback from the various feeding and
monitoring sites will show the reach of the group continues to extend. The work of volunteers
now taking place in Carnlough is most welcome. We continually try to recruit active members
and our online membership facility through the website makes joining the group much simpler.
As the reports which follow will show Squirreltober was very successful but we have been active
throughout the year holding very successful walks, talks and displays. Training for members on
topics such as First Aid and trapping took place. We have also enjoyed social and fund-raising
events such as the quizzes held in Glenariff and Glenarm. We also had a stand at the Ballynature
Day in Ballynure which was attended by big numbers.
We were successful in our application to The Big Dish Out, a competitive initiative during which
we had to attract support from the local community. Our member Raymond Watson was most
effective at attracting support for our group. Partnering with groups such as the Glenariff
Development Group has proven most beneficial as collaborating benefits everyone.
Our social media presence generates considerable interest and regular posting of photos, videos
and events which are often shared by followers achieve a wide reach and keep our profile high
in the general community.
I would like to thank everyone who helped in any way during the past year whether by serving
on the committee, feeding or monitoring sites, attending events or simply giving their support to
the important work done by the group. My hope for the future would be that we can attract
more volunteers to spread the workload which often falls on the same people who continue to
give so willingly of their time. It has been a very successful year for the group but with additional
volunteers we can do even more to ensure the sustained future of Red Squirrels in the Glens of
Antrim.
LIZ WEIR
Chair, Glens Red Squirrel Group

Editor’s Note.
Congratulations to our Chair as she was awarded an MBE in the New Year’s Honors list.
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Grey Squirrel Control
From the start of our record keeping in 2-4-2011, we have logged 522 Greys Squirrels dispatched
across the Glens with 25 greys dispatched this year, 90% coming from the Cushendun area.
We noticed a spike over the last two years and a change in behavior of the greys we came across
in the woods in Glendun. We have received information that Grey Squirrels are being illegally
released into sections of the Glens. We also came across 3 greys in a second site in the Glens who
showed similar behavior in relation to traps, thus causing concern that they may also have been
released into the area.

All reports we received were looked into as best as our active members and Rangers could. In
several sightings where we have had Grey Squirrels reported, we actually found reds, the grey, if
it was a grey was only seen once and did not return to the site. If you only see a flash of a grey or
whitish tail, it is easy to make a mistake in identifying between a Red and a Grey Squirrel, but we
welcome all reports, regardless of colour. Please keep them coming.
Those who are trapping are feeding their information back to Daniel McAfee and all dispatches
are logged in group records and to the Centre for Environmental Data and Recording (CEDaR).

CEDaR
The information recorded is:Date.
Grid reference.
Sex of the animal.
Weight.
Who dispatched.
Date recorded to CEDaR.

We ask the dispatcher to provide a photo and it is also logged with the CEDaR report as proof.
Each dispatch is given a GRSG number and logged to CEDaR with this number. If we do not get
enough information we will log it on our GRSG records but may not be able to log it to CEDaR.
Since the dispatching recording started, 02-04-11 to 20-04-18, the group has officially recorded
503 Grey Squirrels across the Glens. We have been officially recording with CEDaR for 4 years, 7
months. The three key species we log are Red Squirrel, Grey Squirrel and Pine Marten. We do
find many other animals on our trail cameras but only record these three, live sightings, RTA, and
dispatched greys.
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Pine Marten 32

Red Squirrel 491

Grey Squirrel 232

Pine Marten
Red Squirrel
Records of sightings recorded on CEDaR over the last 4 years.

Grey Squirrel

The number of Reds recorded is not an accurate number as our Rangers and Volunteers do not
record each and every sighting of a red that they have seen. Mainly because they are visiting the
same sites regularly and they know that the reds, hopefully, will continue to be present at these
sites. The above number are numbers of logged sightings some of these sighting may have several
squirrels logged in each record made. We only log our Grey Squirrel dispatches once a year now
as we found that we were having trap sites traced down within 3-7 days of the logged record so
to prevent this all records will be made ones across all sites and with limited info given. We did
mark them as sensitive but were advised not to as this can cause issues with mapping (blocks out
large areas)

Glenariff Sick Red Squirrel.
****Warning some people may find photos in this report disturbing****
In early September a Red Squirrel had been spotted in a Glenariff
garden that was acting very strange.
The squirrel had been acting rather strangely and had decided to
overnight in the feeder, the household were able to look in on the
squirrel through the night. The squirrel was located still in the
garden, thanks to the volunteers who searched for it. The feeder
was removed and destroyed.
The squirrel, sadly passed away on transit to a local vet.
Within this time, all the feeders in Glenariff Forest Park were taken
down. Jon Lees, NIEA, was contacted as were members of the Tollymore Red Squirrel Group, and
RSU staff also, seeking advice.
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The Red Squirrel was sent for testing in Moredun. We received word that they had received it
the following day and that on first inspection there was a high possibility that it was Squirrel Pox
but this would only be confirmed after more in-depth testing.

We would like to thank all of those in Glenariff who took all their feeders down on our request.
This action may have been viewed as extreme but it was in the best interest of all our Red
Squirrels and was the advised given to us by other bodies as the best action in light of the red’s
behavior before and after being located.
We received word that the diagnostic test was negative for Squirrel Pox. There was no evidence
of diarrhea and therefore they ruled out Adenovirus or any other enteric cause. When the chest
cavity was opened there was evidence of disease in the lungs.
We advised that feeders remained down in the meantime and scatter feeding to be carried out
in areas so that the Red Squirrels could still be monitored without the use of feeders.
We got lots of sightings of happy reds and we also had two Grey Squirrel sightings in the Glenariff
area, one in the Glenhaven Cottage area and two days later at the Glenariff Road at Doory Bridge
(Grey Mare's Tail). This Grey may just be passing through. Monitoring sites were set up to track
down and removed the Grey Squirrel but it was never picked up on any of the cameras or in any
gardens or feed sites in the glen.
Feeders were put back in place in October. A huge thanks to the quick actions of all our volunteers
in the area at the time of the sighting and also for putting the feeders back up.
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General Report on Feed and Monitoring Sites.
Working areas.

Feed sites open to public view are
1
Ballycastle Forest
6
Glenmona Cushendun (Temporally shut down for ongoing control.)
7
Cregagh Wood (Temporally shut down for ongoing control, scatter feeding only.)
11
Cottage Wood Cushendall
14
Glenariff Forest
16
Glenarm Forest.
15
Carnlough.
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These following sites are out of public view and are used to monitor if there has been any Grey
Squirrel activity. Most of these sites have cameras covering them all the time, some cameras are
moved between sites as we have a limited number.
2 Glentaisie, 3&4 Glenshesk, 5 Ballypatrick, 8 &9 Glendun.
Additional feed sites in Glenariff (6), Ballycastle (2), Cushendall (2), Capecastle (1), Moyarget
(2), Ballypatrick (1), Cushendun (2), Tavanaghan (1), Gaults Road (1), and Cargan (1). These sites
are not covered by camera but are in location that Greys have been seen/ reported or a single
animal has been removed in the past. Cameras can be set on feeders if needed. These sites are
within private land/ house holders property, who would report back to group Rangers if any
grey activity takes place. We have several other sites that are privately maintained unless
requested to be looked in on if owners are away, etc.

Active Members Reports on their Feed/ Monitoring Sites
Hanging Wood, Glentaisie.
A mix of Oak, Hazel, Ash and Holly with no Conifer trees. This mixed site has a wide range of tree
ages. It has a wide variety plant life as well as wildlife. It is set aside, not to be grazed, but from
time to time, livestock (sheep mainly) will get into the site. The site has a large Badger set with
up to 8 Badgers living in it.
This site was set up as a control site to impact on the number of Greys Squirrels that were making
their way into Ballycastle Forest. The site had several Greys when it was first set up and no Red
Squirrels, after a number of Greys had been removed, a set of Red Squirrels were found to visit
the feeder.
This year has seen the activity in the site change, the site has been in operation for 8 years now.
The resident reds are still very active. The original pine marten (a female with a damaged eye)
over this year has vanished and after several weeks a larger male was spotted on the camera he
came nightly but also stopped coming to the site in August. In October we found that a Grey
Squirrel found the site but not the feeder and attempts were made to trap it but due to it visiting
so little trapping failed. Over April it has increased its visits from once a fortnight to 1-2 times a
week, so trapping resumed and we removed two greys.
Daniel McAfee, GRSG Red Squirrel Ranger
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Ballycastle Forest.
Ballycastle Forest is a mix of mature conifer blocks and broad leaf planting between 15-20 years
old. One of the first sites for a GRSG observation site in 2008 and with assistance from the CCGHT
was one of three Squirrel Trails in the Glens.
There are nine feeders within the forest as part of the Squirrel Trail and they are well used and
situated on the main Ballycastle Forest walk/ road way. There has been an additional feeder
added from last year and a slight change in feeders’ location in two of the original sites.
This walk starts at the low entrance to Ballycastle Forest, part of the Ballycastle railway line, and
then into the forestry loop to the forestry yard and down what is known locally as Donnelly’s
Lane, back to the low entrance.
All the feeders are well used and well known by many of the walkers and users of the forest, who
regularly inform us of reds they have seen and if there are any issues with the feeders such as
damage or lids that have come off in bad weather. In October we were informed that three
feeders at the gate section and the feeder on the straight road had been damaged. Sadly, the
feeders had been destroyed. That next weekend new feeders were put up and the locations were
slightly changed. We got reports that the feeders were being used on the Tuesday of the next
week.
Activity in the wood land has not been disappointing with reds being regularly seen while out
doing feeding and on walks through the woods.
The Pine Marten that is in the forest, is still visiting one of the feed sites with has a camera. It did
disappear for several months from November to March from using the feeder.
The camera on one of the sites has been in the same position from it was first installed and was
moved as the feeder is slowly moving out of sight as the tree in which the camera is mounted
grows. The lock box for the camera that has been also there from the start did not survive. It fell
apart with rust after 8 years, we cannot complain.
There has been activity by a dog/ dogs at all the trees that the feeders are mounted on, the trees
have been scraped as the dog tries to jump at the feeders. This may be a new walker to the forest
and I have been unable to meet them.
There had been one greys seen on camera at the feeder it did not use the feeder and wasn’t seen
again. We have had no other reported grey sighting within the forest. We think this squirrel may
have moved on.
Daniel McAfee, GRSG Red Squirrel Ranger.
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Glenshesk
I have four permanent monitoring sites for watching reds and keeping an eye out for greys. These
sites have been busy over the winter months. The Pine Martins are still about and regularly visit
my sites. Additional monitoring sites were set up when we got reports of Grey Squirrels about
the Dunamallaght Rd / Glenshesk Rd area of Ballycastle and a number were dispatched. These
site are still being monitored until we are sure that we have got all the greys that arrived here.
We are not sure how they got here.
Gerard Mc Caughan, GRSG Red Squirrel Ranger.

Carey.
I have six temporary monitoring sites running from Ballycastle up through Carey to Ballypatrick
and into Glenmakeeran. These sites are used to check for reds and to locate Greys coming down
from Ballypatrick Forest, going towards Glenshesk and Ballycastle. Unfortunately I have only one
site that have reds present in this area, although they do wander through the other sites from
time to time. I have removed a number of greys from this area over the last year.
Gerard Mc Caughan, GRSG Red Squirrel Ranger.

Ballypatrick Forest
Large blocks of conifer planting with a small number of broad leaf trees but they were all selfseeded at this section of the forest. This year saw addition harvesting taking place in the forest.
Originally part of the first Squirrel Trail but due to works within the forestry and illegal felling, the
squirrel population in the area vanished or moved on. Feed was being wasted and prompted
feeding to stop in the site at the main car park.
Over this year a small number of squirrels’ feeders were temporally put up in the area around
the car park for 2-3 week to try and locate Red Squirrels with no joy. There was some evidence
of cones eaten by squirrels but very few of them. On the main walk way a large larch tree was
showing squirrel activity, but no squirrels were seen feeding. There have been cameras placed in
the larger plantings on the far side of the carpark. There are health populations of reds in sections
of the forest. We have also had reports of Pine Marten but have yet to pick any up this year on
our cameras. We did find a post on Facebook from a man using camera traps claiming that the
forest had a large population, almost too pandemic levels we could not find this in the areas we
looked into. This year has seen fewer deer along the road edge of the forest.
Daniel McAfee, GRSG Red Squirrel Ranger.
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Cregagh Wood, Local Nature Reserve.
A mix of Beech, Oak, Hazel, Ash
and Holly with small blocks of
Conifer trees and Scots Pine
scattered across the wood. The
mixed site has a wide range of
tree ages. It has a variety of
wildlife and plant life, Grazing is
not allowed but there are several
sheep that can be found from
time to time. Shooting is not
permitted in the wood and we
have seen this benefit some
animal over the year. The wood
has a very strong fox population with several being seen on camera. Unfortunately they have not
been so lucky on the roads around the wood with three being killed in one weekend. We also
have a large number of woodcock this year with six being recorded on a morning walk. We were
able to get one on camera trap as well, this was a first for the group.
The GRSG first developed a Feeding and Observation site at Cregagh Wood in 2009. The wood
itself is an excellent example of an old mixed woodland and provides a varied habitat that lends
itself well to nature trails. This has now become a well-established part of the group’s areas of
work. In 2015, the then Moyle District Council took on the management of the wood as its first
Nature Reserve. With changes in council, this then became the first Nature Reserve of the
Causeway Coast and Glen’s Council. The Hide was funded by the NGO Challenge fund and has
been a great asset for the woodland with the GRSG and the Councils Biodiversity officer, running
events at the Hide. The Hide gets a lot of use over the seasons, both from private and group
bookings and continuous use by the GRSG. The Group have been active with Grey Squirrel control
in the wood from 2011 when the first Grey was seen at the fixed feed site. Over the years Grey
Squirrel control has become an active and continuing part of the work that takes place in the
wood. We have a total of 6 monitoring sites in the wood there are spread out across the wood.
This includes the fixed feed site established in 2009 and where the Hide is now situated.

Many greys have been removed from the lower section of the wood with a few being picked up
on camera near the Hide. We had noticed that the number of greys have spiked. We believe that
Grey Squirrels are being illegally released into the area. In past years we only had small numbers
of greys, between 2 and 6 a year from 2008. In recent times we have seen the greys behavior
change regarding traps. We have informed the NIEA and information gathered suggests that
greys are being released. We have asked for this type of behavior to be highlighted. But until so,
we must work to remove greys that have been released in this woodland. Our fear is that the
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greys are not staying in the woodland and have started moving out to the other parts of the Glens
and the smaller woods that surround Cregagh.

We have feeders around the Hide but these feeders are not used to feed the squirrels as we
scatter feed in the woods, because of the risk these illegally released greys pose our Red Squirrels.
We do scatter feed around the Hide to make sure there are reds presents in this site. All our
scatter feed site are monitored. We have had a number of issues in the wood that are impacting
on our trapping program. A number of feeders have been erected by well intentional people, but
they are drawing the greys away from our trap sites. We have had people damaging our trap sites
and as we found this linked to the recording of our grey control with CEDaR, we only log our grey
control numbers once a year, so trap sites are less likely to be tampered with.
On a positive note, in all the sites we are picking up happy and health reds across the wood at all
scatter feeding sites. We were happy to find that we had a Pine Marten back in the wood. It was
a young female and we hoped she would stay and assist with the greys removal, but sadly she
was only in the wood for about a month. We also have our local Greater Spotted Woodpecker
who successfully had young in 2018.
Daniel McAfee, GRSG Red Squirrel Ranger.
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Glendun,

As well as Glenmona and Cregagh Wood there are three additional monitoring sites. These are along the
river, all on private ground. These sites have cameras as they are near areas that had been in the past,
part of our grey control program. To date we have had two greys at one of these sites and a third spotted
at a second site. It is thought these were some of the illegally released greys that are moving out of
Cregagh. These sites are solely there to make sure there are no greys coming down the Glen they are
checked every two weeks. The reds in these sites are doing very well as there is very little disruption or
interference in these sites.
This year’s red kits showed no real fear and are happy to sit and watch you as you attend the feeders. The
trail camera shows little other wild life apart from resident cats, sheep and a few wild goats. There are
also two sites that are run privately and we get regular sighting from these home owners in Glendun. If
any greys show at their feeder they will let us know, we have had no sighting from these sites to date.
Daniel McAfee, GRSG Red Squirrel Ranger
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Glenmona Feed site and Playground
Glenmona is still not being used as a feed site. Scatter feeding has been taking place and we are
working with the Nation Trust Rangers who have feeders at their office which they monitor.
Daniel McAfee, GRSG Red Squirrel Ranger

Cottage Wood Cushendall.
I fill and monitor the 5 feeder boxes at the Cottage Wood site. All seems good at this site. The
squirrels are still taking the feed and there have been no reports of greys in that area.
I have a feeder box on the Glenann river/Cushendall river, close to Teiveragh. This box used to
get regular visits from reds but this last year, unfortunately, there has been no activity here. I will
continue to monitor.
Along the Gault's Road there was a report of a Grey Squirrel on a local farm. I have a feeder box
up on the farm but so far there is no more reports or activity.
There was a report from Glenann Primary School that there may have been a squirrel in the roof
of the building. I checked this out and it seems a hole was found in the fascia board and the
School Maintenance worker suggested that it could have been a squirrel. But the hole has been
there for years and there is no sign of recent activity. I intend to leave a feeder box with the
school and they can then monitor the box for squirrel activity. Will be a nice awareness activity
to do with the young people.
Raymie Watson, GRSG Active Member

Glenariff Forest Park (Parkmore).
2018/9 has been another successful and encouraging year in Glenariff Forest Park. There are 10
feeders in the Park, 3 alongside the road, 4 in the garden, 1 in the yard and 2 at Laragh Lodge. The
numbers of Red Squirrels appear to be on the increase and it is not uncommon to see
two squirrels at the one feeder. There are reports of sightings further down Glenariff and this
augers well for the future.
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In early March the young Reds are becoming conspicuous by their presence and appear to be
much less nervous than their parents. As you approach the feeders they remain feeding until you
are within a matter of yards.
There seems to be a decrease in the number of road kills, so whether the Reds are becoming
more car savvy or drivers are driving slower I’m not quite sure, but hopefully it’s both.
So all in all, things are looking up in the Forest Park and from speaking to visitors to the Park, they
are a lot more aware of our local Red Squirrel population. Long may it continue, the future is
certainly looking bright ahead?
Joe McKavanagh and Tom Naughton, GRSG Active Members.
Here’s a few words from some of our Glenariff members:
‘These are my pets. I have at least 3 Red Squirrels. But it is so difficult to spot the difference!! They
come from daylight to dusk and they are not even bothered by my dog and I keeping a close eye
on them. We are only a couple of feet away from them. It’s fascinating to watch them run from
branch to branch, go off to bury the nuts and they are as quick as lightening. I get my nuts and
seeds in big quantities and they can certainly go through them!!’

Libby, Falmabrid
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‘What a lovely season it has been with a family of squirrels in our garden, how blessed we are.
We moved the feeders closer to the house so we could watch them. They now hang from our nest
swing which has provided entertainment for the squirrels as they run from one feeder to the other.
The slower pace of weekend mornings allows to sit with a cuppa and watch the squirrel family
feed, play and teach their young. Yesterday I watched the smallest, watch and wait until it was
safe to come out from under the hedge, the geese were on walk about. The task of topping up the
feeder regularly is well rewarded by watching their adventures’
Breige, Toberwine

Ballyeamon Barn

It's as if the Red Squirrels know that the group hold our meetings at Ballyeamon Barn for there
continues to be a lot of activity around us here. We can have up to five reds visiting the feeders’
at one time - sometimes two in feeders and two more on top or trying to get in. They are very
inquisitive and there was even one brave boy who came right into the kitchen. Forest Service
have plans to cut the trees in the forest at the back of the barn over the next year but at least we
have our own native Beech and Ash trees around the property. We will continue to encourage
our native Reds in every way we can.
Liz Weir, GRSG Chair.

Carnlough
Over the last year I have continued to maintain feeders at Cranny Falls (2), Waterfall Road (1) and
Gortin Quarry (2).
Our Red Squirrel population continues to thrive in the Carnlough area. 2 kittens were spotted on
different occasions at the waterfalls over last summer. Over the winter my feeders have needed
16

replenished more often as the weather got cooler. With the mild winter we have experienced
this year, things are very favorable for our Reds.
Two families on the Waterfall road have requested feeders as they have Red Squirrels visiting
their gardens. Another family on the Large Road were supplied with 2 feeders last summer and
have continued to maintain them. This is half way between Carnlough and Garron Tower and is
a well wooded area with very little human activity, so a good sanctuary for Red Squirrels.
Gabriel McAuley, GRSG Red Squirrel Ranger.

Glenarm.
I am lucky, seriously so, to have my “own”
forest. …that’s how it feels. I am in it twice
daily and would be well known to the others
visitors using the forest… they have become
like an extended family, all taking an interest
in the squirrels and feeders. The Feedback is
always useful. There have been no negatives
situations this season, the consensus of
opinion is that it has been a good year with
lots of sightings.
Upkeep of feeder equipment is a regular
requirement. This year, the main focus is the
lid and hinge fixing material. Close
inspection of the attached photo will show
extensive lid damage. This happens
regularly. Only two sites of the seven being
used are affected.
Two permanent Red Squirrel feeding sites
outside of the Forest have been established
and regularly monitored. The Feedback is
positive.
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The work in Glenarm has also offered many of the forestry users, namely photographers both
professional and nosiest, a fantastic opportunity to snap the local Red Squirrels.

Dennis McBride, GRSG Active Member.

First Aid Training.
Two of our Volunteers, Daniel McAfee and Gabriel McAuley, received First Aid Training to Level
3. This was made possible by a grant from the “Dfc Volunteering Small Grant Scheme”. This grant
was administered by the Limavady Community Development Initiative and we want to thank
them for their help and support during the process of getting this grant.
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Rangers’ Reports
These are GRSG members/ volunteers who are committed to give extra time to actively pursue
Red Squirrel conservation work on behalf of the group. They are badged representatives of the
Group, Committed to Red Squirrel Conservation and having a sound knowledge of both Red and
Grey Squirrels. They are able to train volunteers in Grey Squirrel Control (as a non-native alien
species), have knowledge of the legislation governing wildlife protection and animal welfare.
They are able to coordinate volunteer activities and expand public knowledge on Grey Squirrel
management and Red Squirrel conservation, as well as having an understanding and experience
of practical conservation. This year we have had a new member join our ranks as a Trainee
Ranger. Gabriel McAuley from Carnlough has taken on the mantle in the greater Carnlough area.
We wish him well in his new position.

Daniel McAfee
This year has been busy and enjoyable. With walks, talks, school visits, training days given and
got, survey work and on-going grey control as frustrating as it may be at times.
The walks I led this year have been very successful, with all walks and walkers seeing Red
Squirrels. This was fantastic to share with others, to see their excitement at seeing their first Red
Squirrel no matter how big or small the group were. One walk we stood for 30 minutes watching
a red as many took photos. Only two people seen a further three reds on the rest of this walk,
giving me a great buzz, seeing the work we do provide such pleasure to people.
This year I availed off the Lantra Grey Squirrel Control course deliver by the Red Squirrel United
Ulster Wildlife covering:-Reasons for Controlling Grey Squirrels, Legislation, The Biology and
Behavior of Grey Squirrels, Use of Traps to control Grey Squirrels and other Methods of Control.
This is a recognized qualification course. It was good meeting up with like-minded people.
Grey Squirrel control has been a big part of this year’s work. We have had one main areas of
focus and the greys in it have been very difficult to trap, it’s been a matter of working at them
although it is still ongoing and hopefully with a grant submitted in recent days the group will be
able to get additional equipment that will make it somewhat easier to deal with. Big thank to
fellow Rangers for assisting me with trapping across the year. This assistance has let me
investigate other sites or sighting that we have had reported to us.
This year Squirreltober event was another success, I was very happy with the way things worked
out, we got support with the LPS festival fund this provided us with additional cameras to run a
Trail Camera Training day assisted by fellow Ranger Gerard. We were able to get a trifold
document printed about the Glens Wildlife that I designed and it turned out better than I thought.
It was a great help that a few members took on activities over the month like Raymond Watson
hosting and running a feeder workshop, this took some of the pressure off myself in organizing
it and added to the overall program of work. This year I couldn’t do any school visits over the
19

month as I had other daytime commitments and appointments so dates couldn’t be planned with
schools.
Through our partnership with the Glenariff Improvement Group, GRSG were able to apply for
equipment that will be beneficial to both groups. It when doing this you see how N. Ireland is so
much different for postage and sometimes not actually supplied by many UK companies, sadly.
I also took part in assisting the Red Squirrel United (RSU) with their Present / Absent Survey work
I covered over 12 wood and forests buffering the Glens taking 1000s of photos. Thankfully this
year no greys were seen in any of the areas covered. This year I am repeating the survey this will
be the third year with RSU and the fourth overall as it had been done with Dave Tosh the year
before. This year’s data with be linked with an all-Ireland survey taking place.
Daniel McAfee, GRSG Red Squirrel Ranger.

Gabriel McAuley
In mid-February I organized a General Knowledge Quiz in Bridge End Bar, Glenarm. This event
was very well attended and raised £200-00. Everyone seemed to enjoy the nights craic which
bodes well for future Quizzes. Many thanks to the locals for the "Plugs" on their social platform.
Last autumn, Daniel held a nature walk in Glenarm Forest which I assisted him with. Again it was
well attended with around 40 participants attending. Over the last year all has been going well
in my area, no Greys have been sighted or reported, so hopefully this will continue. I completed
the Lantra Grey Squirrel Control course deliver by the Red Squirrel United/ Ulster Wildlife which
I found very interesting.
Gabriel McAuley, GRSG Red Squirrel Ranger.

Gerard Mc Caughan
As a Ranger I had a good year. Grey Squirrel Control and maintaining / visiting Monitoring sites
took up most of my “Squirrel” time. Again this year I have visited areas that I found were really
beautiful and are unknown to many within the Glens.
I have helped our Rangers and volunteers within the Group with Grey Squirrel Control and the
running of events. I completed the Lantra Grey Squirrel Control course deliver by the Red Squirrel
United/ Ulster Wildlife. This is my first environmental Accredited Course, the first of many that
we will be completing over the next few years. Even though we are a Volunteer group, we will
have to keep abreast of qualification requirement to enable us as a group to continue to do the
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work that we do. I have been in contact with other organizations through the Glens and further
afield, spreading the word of Red Squirrel Conservation and the Glens Red Squirrel Group.
The Curragh in Glenshesk, the site that we planted a few years ago with Scots Pine and other Red
Squirrel friendly trees is doing well. Most of the trees are growing well. Some have suffered
damage from the local deer population. I have replaced the Scotts Pines that had died due to
deer damage with Beech and Sweet Chestnut. We also have had a Cherry tree donated to the
group which has been planted here.
Gerard Mc Caughan, GRSG Red Squirrel Ranger.

Equipment Report 2019
In 2018 we applied to the LPS for HERITAGE FESTIVALS AND EVENTS FUNDING. We were
successful with this application and we were able to get additional equipment to run a Trail
Camera Course as part of our Squirreltober events.
In September we applied for the Micro Grant again to replace existing equipment that had come
to the end of it useable life. This Grant pays 85% of the cost, but the group have to buy the
equipment first and we are out the total cost until we receive the money from the Department.
We bought additional Bushnell Cameras, SD cards, tree brackets for attaching our cameras to
trees and more Python locks, We also got 6 Kania Traps for dispatching, caught Grey Squirrels.
All the equipment has been purchased, paperwork submitted and we are awaiting our money.
Thanks must go to Sandy Wilson and the staff of NACN for their help with this Grant.
In December 2018 we were approached by Glenariff Development Group to inquire if we would
be interested again in joining them in submitting a joint application for the DFC SMALL
CAPITAL/EQUIPMENT GRANT. This grant is designed to encourage a number of groups, five in our
case, to come together and apply for a grant for the purchase of equipment that they can all
share. We were happy to do so. This application was submitted and we have heard that the
application was successful.
As part of the 2017-18 yearly report to the Charity Commission I had to produce an Equipment
Audit. This was done and sent in with our full report. The template that was produced that year
was very useful as it can be filled in throughout the year as we get new equipment. At the end of
December 2019, I started my Annual Equipment Audit. E mails were sent out to all members that
had equipment, for them to return, indicating what equipment they had belonging to the group.
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Returns were particularly slow again this year, mainly due to the pressures of home life and other
commitments.
Because of the MICRO Grant and others grants we are able to maintain our level of equipment.
Some of our cameras are coming to the end of their lifespan and are giving problems. Once they
become unreliable they are of little use to us. We continue to improve our security equipment
so that our cameras are now more secure when being used.
Gerard Mc Caughan, GRSG Red Squirrel Ranger and Equipment Care Taker.

Squirreltober Report 2018
Keeping with past years, Red Squirrels have a National Red Squirrel week. We in the Glens Red
Squirrel Group, think a week is too short to tell the full story of our REDs. So October is
Squirreltober!! We want everyone to join the GRSG for a whole month, to find out more about
our Red Squirrels in the Glens of Antrim! We have school visits, walks, talks, Storytelling and the
Hide is open at set times. There is something for everyone!
We had so many activities this year we had to start early. With the help and support of the
Festivals Support Fund, delivered by the Heat of Glens Landscape Partnership, we were able to
buy extra camera equipment which allowed us to run a Trail Camera workshop. This was a chance
to let people learn a new skill by getting “hands on” with Trail Cameras, vital equipment used in
Red Squirrel conservation. All that attended the workshop were trained on how to use Trail
Cameras, how to get the best from them, how to attract wildlife and how to identify local wildlife
in the areas where they live. The data these enthusiasts will gather will help build a better picture
of what wildlife can be found out in our countryside. We had always wanted to run a camera trap
workshop. This was a first time the group had ever run something like this for the public and we
will now will be able to do it again next year with the equipment we were able to buy. Hopefully
these enthusiasts may wish to assist with our work in the Glens.
The Festival Support Fund also helped with the funding of 3 new documents to highlight the Red
Squirrels in the Glens. These documents are in the format of a folded flyer, a leaflets about the
glens wildlife and where to find it, an A4 kid squirrel fact sheets for local primary schools in the
Glens and an A4 squirrel fact sheets for older readers. Funding from them also allowed us to run
a feeder workshop night, where people could come along and get hand on constructing wooden
squirrel feeders for use out and around the Glens to assist in their conservation.
The Glens Red Squirrel Group feel that this Year’s “Squirreltober” was a great success, indeed we
were very happy. The events ran from Ballycastle to Glenarm with a mix of walks, talks and
workshops. They were open to people of all ages and abilities. We feel that we reached out to
the general public at these events and were able to educate them about the work we are doing
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and why we are trying to save our local native Red Squirrel. We also were able to partner with
several bodies across the Glens such as Causeway Coast and Glens Council, Mid and East Antrim
Council, National Trust, CCHT, Heart of the Glens LPS, Schools and Community Groups.

Number people engaged during Squirreltober
During Squirreltober 2018, we engaged with many local people from within the Glens and we
increased our effort to encouraged people from outside the Glens to come and visit areas they
may not have seen before.

Across this year’s Squirreltober we have engaged with 477+ people. This is across actual events
we held and took part in. All our activities were advertised in the local press and we used
Facebook to promote our events. We have a very active Facebook and over the month we tracked
our Activity. Below is the information statistics from our Facebook page. Over the time we had
23 new likes and our posts reached 6,054 people,
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Monthly Reports
April 2018
Hide Opening in April

The Hide opened from 8 to 10 am for three Saturday morning in April. GRSG Ranger Gerard Mc
Caughan was present to answer any questions that the public had. The attendance was excellent
compared with the numbers that attended during the Squirreltober mornings that it was open.
The weather during all the mornings was beautiful, though cold. Over half of the visitors to the
Hide were photographers and most would like to return to the Hide again. They left happy and
with our contact details. I believe April, rather that October is the best month to open the Hide
to the public.
7-4-18. Hide Opening We were delighted to get a female Red come down from the trees and
hunt through the leaves in front of the Hide where feed had been scattered. She stayed about 40
minutes, leaving for a few minutes and returning after the road traffic disappeared. We saw other
Reds in the distance.
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14-4-18, Hide Opening. Another cold morning.
Only a few Reds were seen and they were in the
distance. The local woodland birds put on a great
display for us. We saw a pair of Bramblings in
front of the Hide, both male and female and this
was a first for some within the Hide. All the
photographers left happy.
21-4-18, Hide Opening. Great morning for Red
Squirrels. We saw 8 Reds in total. Just after we
arrived a large Red climbed on to the roof and then down onto the ground in front of the Hide.
It was in the middle of its molt and did not look particularly photogenic. The remaining Reds were
seen in the tree canopy. Five of them crossed the road into the lower field, played about there
for some time and then returned to the woods before disappearing into the trees again.
17-4-18, A dead Pine Marten was found in a housing estate in Ballycastle. It had been hit by a car.
20-4-18 AGM. We were delighted to welcome Caroline Finlay, Red Squirrel Officer, with Red
Squirrel United to our AGM on Friday. Caroline talked about the great work she is doing as part
of the project in the North West, along with the projects work over last year’s Red Squirrel, Grey
Squirrel and Pine Marten Survey.

We were very happy to have 2 Red Squirrels visit feeders while we were at our meeting causing
some excitement and just enhancing the reason we do what we have been doing for the last 10
years.

26-4-1, Downshire PS, Hillsborough. Liz Weir gave a talk to 90 pupils in Downshire PS
Hillsborough. Three classes of primary 3 who were learning about protected species. Liz gave a
talk and the children were able to see our stuffed Red and Grey Squirrels.
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26-4-18, The Big Dish Out. A brilliant night at “The Big Dish Out” where the Glens Red Squirrel
Group were amongst 10 successful projects out of 15 “bidders” to receive funding. This was
decided by a public vote from local people who attended that night. Raymond Watson was joined
by Caroline Finlay from Red Squirrels United and they talked to many people about our native
Red Squirrels. Great to see other worthy winners such as the Autism Group, Well Being Group,
Men’s Shed, Glens Youth Club, Comhaltas and Ruairi Ogs.
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28-4-18, Lisburn RSPB visit to Cushendun and the Hide.
Big thanks to some of Lisburn RSPB
group who booked to take a Red
Squirrel Safari in Cushendun over
the weekend. We saw lots of birds
and a Red Squirrel as it ran through
the tree top. This was a first sighting
of a Red for some in the group and it
had been a few years for others. A
great day out getting to see local
wildlife and the Glens of Antrim. The
group really enjoyed the Safari and
hope to come back again.
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8-4-18, Cottage Wood Red Squirrel Safari.

Great weather and a good turnout of locals and visitors to the Glens. Sadly no Red Squirrels were
seen in Cottage Wood. The Cottage Wood was buzzing with life, Birds, Bees, plants and trees!!
Thanks to all those who came we hope you enjoyed it!!

May 2018
16-5-18, Seaview Primary School, Glenarm, visit. Red Squirrel Ranger, Daniel McAfee visited
Seaview PS to talk to the Primary 1 and Primary 2s about Red Squirrels and of course the greys.
The children were giving colouring sheets and were shown footage from Glenarm Forest of Pine
Martens, Badgers and some cute Red Squirrels. Daniel enjoyed his visit and said it was a great
school with great kids.
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17-5-18, Bird Box workshop. Family fun box building event in partnership with Causeway Coast
and Glens Biodiversity Officer, Rachel Bain and Causeway Coast and Glens Heritage Trust’s, Tierna
Mullan.
All the families had a good day and they found out about the wildlife in Cregagh Wood. Everyone
got to make several nest boxes for the wood and were able to take some home for their own
garden birds.

June 2018
7-6-2018, N. Ireland Squirrel Forum. Ranger, Gerard Mc Caughan attended this meeting on
behalf of the group. All the groups attending read out their repots. We had sent in our report
previous to the meeting so that all could have a chance to read it. Gerard brought up the fact
that Grey Squirrels were being release within Glendun and asked the groups present to be on the
lookout for similar occurrences. He also brought up the fact that Pine Martins were in danger
within our area and throughout N. Ireland of being persecuted.
The Belfast Zoo representative gave a rundown on where they were at present and what they
wanted to do in the future. The NI forestry service gave a presentation on their change of
direction as far as felling trees so as to help all wildlife within the forestry. A few proposals where
put forward and it was agreed that the proposals would be put out to all members so that they
could vote on them. One of the proposals was to consider the way that the meetings are
structured i.e. that the group reports are submitted to the NIEA in advance of the meeting, as
the GRSG did, and these are emailed out to the members so that only specific points need to be
raised and hereby speed up meetings leaving more time for other discussions. Another was to
reconsider the location of meeting to facilitate the groups throughout the province.
The GRSG management committee discussed these and the other proposals and submitted their
views to the NIEA.
29

16-6-18, GRSG LANTRA Course- Grey Squirrel Control in NI. 8 Group members took part in the
Grey Squirrel Control LANTRA Course in Cushendun. The Course was run by the Ulster Wildlife /
Red Squirrel United staff. The course was very informative and covered Squirrel ecology, traps
and trapping and dispatch. All had to carry out dispatch, play acting. Due to the great interest in
the course from group members, we are looking into the possibility of running a second course.
We were shown the Kania dispatcher. This is a professionally produced dispatcher, similar in
design to the one produced by Daniel. All present got a chance to examine it and put it through
its paces using a dummy. All 8 members who completed the course received the LANTRA Award
Certificate.

23-6-18, Family Fun Garden Nature Day.
Thanks to Coast & Glens Borough Council’s
Biodiversity Officer- Rachel Bain, and the
Causeway Coast & Glens Heritage Trust’s,
Tierna Mullan for partnering with us on this
event. Thanks to Corrymeela for letting us
explore their wonderful gardens to uncover
what colorful butterflies, bumblebees and
wildflowers they have. We talked about
many of the things you can do in your
garden to help our much loved mammals,
birds, insects and amphetamines. Simple
little things that can make a big differences
to our local wild life and also help our own
gardens. Like putting up bird boxes such as
Swift boxes as it is the end of Swift
Awareness Week and the Swifts are in
decline in the UK.
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We saw lots of bug and bees while out in the gardens and got hands on with some pond dipping
where we got a large female Newt and lots of little frogs. The weather was great and all really
enjoyed themselves as well as learning about the wildlife about them.

August 2018
4-8-2018, Red Bay RNLI. A great day at Red Bay, lots of interest in the work we are doing. A
number of sighting were received from people from Belfast and Larne who attended the day. The
table was manned by our Chair, Liz Weir, GRSG Ranger, Daniel McAfee and committee member,
Nuala Connolly.

4-8-2018, Red Squirrel in Glenbush. Great news and happy to help. We got a report and photos
of a Red Squirrel visiting a garden in Glenbush, Armoy for a few days. The squirrel was feeding on
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the bird feeders. This was the first time in 20 years a red had been seen in the area. One of your
Rangers called out and set up a feeder on Sunday we got news that the Red Squirrel was happily
using the feeder. Great news.
8-8-18, Lark in the Park. Great day in Cushendall at the “Lark in the Park”. Big thanks to all those
volunteers who came and gave a hand, lots of interest and sightings of reds. Great work and big
thanks to the Heart of the Glens Festival Group.

12-8-18, Cairns opening day.
We attended the open day, the weather was not great and numbers were down on the year before. The
table was manned by our Chair, Liz Weir, Group member, Raymond Watson and GRSG Ranger, Daniel
McAfee. Lots of interest and sighting from the Cottage Wood area.
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26-8-18, Filming with the Big Dish Out team. Great day in the Cottage wood with filming with
the Big Dish Out team. Site volunteer Raymond Watson and our Chair, Liz Weir took the team
round and explained the work we are doing here and in the Glens to protect or native Red
Squirrels and about the work taking place across Northern Ireland by groups and organizations
to save these iconic animals.

28-8-18, Red Squirrel, Knocklayde View. This was a first for this garden in Ballycastle. The squirrel
didn't stay long and we did get a sighting from a motorist that they saw the squirrel cross the
road heading in the direction of the Hospital. This boy or girl was far from home and definitely
out of its comfort zone.
2-9-2018, Sick Squirrel, possible Squirrel Pox. A report of a sickly Red Squirrel came to one of
our volunteers in Glenariff the report was then passed to one of our Red Squirrel Rangers to look
into. The squirrel had been spotted in the garden the afternoon before the sighting was reported.
The squirrel was acting strange and had decided to overnight in the feeder. The household were
able to look in on the squirrel through the night. In the morning they got the squirrel and applied
medication to a sore on the squirrels face. They reported this to us.
The collection and delivery of the squirrel to the GRSG Ranger was arranged. The squirrel passed
away before it could be delivered to a vet. During this time, all the feeders in Glenariff Forest
Park were taken down. Jon Lees, NIEA was contacted as were members of the Tollymore Red
Squirrel Group seeking advice. An e mail was sent to all members to inform them of this possible
Squirrel Pox case. We asked for all Squirrel and Bird feeders to be taken down, cleaned and
disinfected. We have not disclosed the location of the sick red as we wanted everyone in Glenariff
to be on the lookout for any other cases. The remains were sent for testing and we hope to have
the results within the week. We will be sending out further e mails as information becomes
available.
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September 2018
22-9-18, Camera set up in Glenariff. An additional Camera trap was put in place in Glenariff on
the lookout for a resent grey that has been reported to the group. This is the third camera
erected with the hope of an additional one being put up shortly. The two Cameras that are up at
present are not showing any evidence of Grey Squirrels or any sick Red Squirrels. We have not
received any more sighting of sick or dead Red Squirrels in Glenariff. But we must keep up scatter
feeding and to continue to monitoring the condition of our Red Squirrels.
22-9-18, Trail Camera Work Shop (Part of Squirreltober events). Squirrel Rangers Daniel McAfee
and Gerard McCaughan ran a Trail Camera training workshop in Glenmona House, Cushendun.
The day covered a brief history of the origin of Trail Camera Trapping, how it had progressed and
it use in today’s work within conservation and environmental science. The group were
introduced to the work we are doing in and around the Glens and how camera trapping has
assisting us in the work we are doing, to monitoring reds and with Grey Squirrel detection. We
also sheared hints and tips on how to get the most out of your Trail Cameras, how to set them
up, what baits to use if wanting to attract different types of wildlife and how to protect your Trail
Camera when it is out in the field.

A selection of videos were shown to give an example of what they may pick up. Everyone who
attended were able to get hands on with a Bushnell Trail Camera and they got to take one home
with them so that they could use one. The group consisted mainly of novices to the art of Trail
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Camera usage. A few had a trail camera of their own but weren’t sure how to use them. A date
in November will be arranged for an equipment pick up and so that we can provide feedback on
their photos and share our experiences. One of the participants, Caolan McCaughan is working
with the CCG Heritage Trust and is a Zoology student with Queens University, working on a
Hedgehog population’s project in the CCG council area. He is also compiling a species list. If any
Hedgehogs show up on the groups photographs, it will assist him with his research into
Hedgehogs.

24-30th, Red Squirrel week. Our Facebook page was very active over this week with different
posts. Posts of Videos from feed sites and photos of some of our woodlands. One of the main
posts was about the number of road kills that had been reported over the last two weeks. Post
seen below.
Yes it’s Red Squirrel Week and we love getting
your sighting and photos of reds. Sadly we have
had a large number of road kills in recent weeks
across the Glens. We have 4 killed in Glenshesk, 4
in Glenariff, 3 in Glendun, 1 at the Red Arch in
Cushendall a first to be seen there, 2 in Glenarm a
total of 16, all in the last two weeks.
There are a number of reasons for this, one being
the fact that reds are on the move looking for food
as there is an abundance of wild nuts, berries and
fruits on the trees at the minute. The second being
that this is the time when many young squirrels
are forced by their parents to move on and find new areas to set up for themselves.
These factors mean that reds are crossing our road and coming into contact with traffic. We ask
drivers to keep this in mind and to be wary when driving. It is sad to see. We do need all sightings
even road kills.
This Post reached 2,749 people in 5 days and was shared by 20 people and squirrel groups across
the UK. We know this will not stop reds being killed but it has highlighted the issue.
27-9-18, Primary School Forestry visit. Normally as part of Squirreltober two of the local primary
schools come together for their yearly Squirrel walk this year the schools asked could it be done
a week earlier than usual. Three classes of primary 5 pupils with teachers and assistants from St
Patrick’s and St Brigid’s PS and Ballycastle Integrated PS were led by GRSG Ranger, Daniel McAfee
through Ballycastle Forestry. It was a crisp dry morning and the forestry was very busy with
several dog walkers and a large walking group from the U3A. The children were very interested
and the talk consisted of the work we do to help our native Red Squirrels in the Glens and about
the season of autumn. One of the topics the teachers asked us to cover, was habitat. Daniel
covered the main aspects of this important topic, covering the habitats need by both plant and
animals that call Ballycastle Forestry their home
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All enjoyed the walk and there were lots of questions from both the children and staff about the
forest and its wildlife. Sadly no squirrels were seen on the day but each person on the walk
received a factsheet.
29-9-18, Cregagh Wood Hide opening. As part of a Squirrel Week event the Hide was opened
from 8am to 10am for anyone interested in seeing the early morning wildlife of the wood. GRSG
Ranger Daniel McAfee was present to answer any questions that the public had. A Red Squirrel
was spotted as the Hide was being opened but sadly it didn’t make any more appearances. The
local wildlife, unfortunately stayed out of sight, except for a few small birds showing up.

GRSG Chair, Liz Weir, Causeway Coast and Glens Councilor, Margret-Anne McKillop and two
American visitors from Arizona were among those that attended the Hide opening this cold
autumnal morning.

October (Squirreltober) 2018
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6-10-2018, Cregagh Wood Red Squirrel Safari and Hide visit. A fantastic morning for it. We were
able to spot 5 Red Squirrels when on this Safari. The squirrels were enjoying the morning heat
and some were happy to sit for a few photos. The wood was alive with birds feeding in the tree
tops and the buzz of insects was unmistakably in such volume. We did not see any squirrel while
at the Hide. For those who attended the walk this was their first time in the Woodland and they
all agreed that it was the best way to have discovered it.

6-10-2018, MINDFUL YOGA MORNING. Big thanks to Glens of Antrim Yoga for holding a Forestry
Squirrel walk as part of their yoga morning. Liz O’Connor led the walk and the groups were shown
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lots of plants and what to look out for when looking for squirrels across the Glens. No Red
Squirrels were seen on the walk sadly this time but those who attended enjoyed the walk

13-10-2018, Cottage wood Red Squirrel Safari. Partner with CCGHT and CCG Bio. The weather
wasn't good or this safari and so not many cameras came out, even when the squirrels did.
Thanks to the squirrels that did play about in one of the trees for 15 minutes or so, giving all those
there a great show of their speed and skill through the tops of the Beech and Scots Pine trees.

16-10-2018, Feeder Workshop. Big thanks to Raymond Watson, a local volunteer for hosting the
event at his workshop. A great night and good night's fun making up squirrel feeders. It was a
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first time for many on the night making squirrel feeders and taking a proactive step in Red Squirrel
conservation. 40 feeders were made and will be use across the Glens to replace feeders and also
to be used in new sites to identify and monitor Red Squirrel populations.

18-10-2018, Big Dish Out celebration night. Volunteers Raymond Watson, Nuala Connolly and
friends were at the Big Dish Out celebration night, a fun night for all. We were lucky to be selected
along with several other groups in Cushendall to be awarded funds to help with the work we do
in the area. We were able to get Litter Pickers, a large Crow Bar to help with tree planting and
Squirrel Feed for the local Red Squirrels in the Cottage Wood. These items will be used towards
enriching the area for all the community, visitors and wildlife.
This night was a great way to get the word out, about the work we are doing in the Glens with
the help of our partnership with Groups, like The Heart of the Glens, LPS. We gave out our A4
factsheets about Red Squirrels, helping to make people more aware of them in the Glens and
encouraging them to look out for our reds while out walking.

19-10-2018, School visit. As part of Ballycastle Integrated PS Nursery Units, autumn program,
GRSG Ranger, Daniel McAfee was asked to come and gave a simple talk to the 25 children about
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our Red Squirrels. The children all got to see our red and grey stuffed Squirrels and all got a
colouring sheet to do in class and factsheets to take home. The children were very interested as
were the staff, hopefully we have many a Red Squirrel Ranger in the making.

20-10-2018, Glenarm Forest Red Squirrel Safari. Great weather and a great turn out with over
40 people on the walk, the walk which was led by GRSG Rangers, Daniel McAfee and Gabriel
McAuley assisted by GRSG site volunteer, Denis McBride. Forestry Guide, Liz O’Connor aided the
walk with stories for the children.

23-10-2018, NACN. GRSG Ranger, Daniel McAfee attended the NACN event in the Tullyglass Hotel
with the Groups information table. The evening was for local groups working in the area to
showcase and highlight the work they are doing. The evening was very busy and there was a lot
of footfall with much interest on the work we are doing. Many looking information on how to
remove greys as they were causing problems in their gardens at bird tables or digging up plants.
At this event we engaged with 100+ people it was a very busy evening.
24-10-2018, Talk with Ballycastle Gardening Club. GRSG Ranger, Daniel McAfee gave a talk to
the Ballycastle Gardening Club, 30 in attendance, about the Biodiversity of Moyle projects that
are taking places to assist our biodiversity in the area and the best places to see what Moyle has
to offer. The evening was very enjoyable and all were very interested in the work that the GRSG
were doing.
27-10-2018, Ballycastle Forest Walk Red Squirrel Safari. GRSG Ranger, Daniel McAfee took the
walk. An early start to try and get the best of the squirrels. It was a cold dry morning. We had a
short sighting of a red as it ran through the tree tops. At the end of the walk we met 4 more
adults and 4 children. As it was their first time in the forest we had a second walk with them. The
weather was cold, several snow flurries but no sightings of reds. The children were happy to get
colouring sheets.
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28-10-2018, Squirrel information table. Chair, Liz Weir manned our information table at Laragh
Lodge as part of the Glens storytelling festival. It was a very busy day and there was lots of interest
in the work we are doing in the Glens to save our Red Squirrels. We had information on our work
and many took leaflets away with them.
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November 2018
Feeder Damage in Ballycastle Forest.
Thanks to one of Ballycastle forest walkers and keen photographer, who knows our feeders are
good spots to snap a Red Squirrel or two, told us that we had a number of feeders damaged. It
has been some time since we have had this kind of behavior in Ballycastle.
Our Squirrel Ranger had been up on a Sunday Squirrel walk and all was good but on Monday
morning the damage took place. Two of our feeders at the forestry gate and the one between
the Oak and the Fire Dam, where the three feeders that had been, were damaged.
Our Red Squirrel Ranger, when up and put up new feeders. They were moved slightly to try and
reduce the risk of them being damaged again. Two of the four new ones were found by reds
within the a few days as they are within meters of the main gate. This is one of the hot spots for
reds. The other two between the Oak and the Fire Dam took longer to be found as they are about
100 yards from the feeder that was damaged. We are working hard across the Glen's and we
thank all those who support our work and get enjoyment from seeing and photographing
squirrels at our feed sites.
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4-11-18 Young Kit in Glenshesk.

This very young red looks as if it needs to eat some more as he is looking a bit thin. A late young
Red Squirrel, one of the latest we have found across the Glens.

9-11-18, Red road kill. We were sent a photo of a red that had been killed on the Lisnagat Road
between Mosside and Liscolman. This was the first Red Squirrel we have received a sighting off,
from this area. It proves that there are reds in areas that people may not expect. It was very sad
to discover this loss, but hearting to know about another Red Squirrel population.
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17-11-18, Feeders Back in Glenariff. All Feeders were put back up in Glenariff as it's been over
10 week from when we first found the sick Red Squirrel, which sadly died. On finding the sickly
red the best action was to remove all feeders in the forest and we asked all our members to
remove feeders from across the glen to reduce any risk to other squirrels in the area.
The results came back, ruling out Squirrel Pox, thankfully, but giving no reason for the animal’s
symptoms or cause of death. As we have had no reports of any sick, sickly or dead reds, since the
original sick Red, so feeders are starting to go back up across Glenariff. A very welcome sight.

20-11-18, Glens Young Farmers Visit. Squirrel Ranger, Daniel was invited by the Glens Young
Farmers to give a talk on the work that we do to protect our local Red Squirrels. The evening took
place at the GYF HQ, Water Top Farm. There were 15 in attendance on the night, all were very
interested in the work that we are doing and there were lots of question on what actions they
could take in and around their own farms to try and encourage reds. They were encouraged to
plant more trees and hedging among other things to help Red Squirrels. The group were also told
about the importance of grey control and the impacts grey have, not only on our reds, but on our
other plants and animals. They all will be on the lookout for any greys while out and about in the
Glens.
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24-11-18, Cregagh Wood Hide opening. The Red Squirrel Hide was opened from 9am to 11am.
It was a fantastic morning with four Red Squirrels putting on a great show. We had a number
people visit the Hide while we were open. The Red Squirrels antics around the Hide, kept all
enthralled, and before we knew it, it was time to go. It was really great to see them running
around and enjoying themselves.

January 2019.
7-1-19, Armoy WI. The first talk of the year was to Armoy WI. As this very active Group covers an
area from Armoy to Ballymoney, we had a large number of their members present. A very
enjoyable evening with much interest shown. Almost all present had seen Red Squirrels but very
few seen with in N. Ireland. Most had seen Reds when in other parts of the UK. All had seen Grey
Squirrels within N. Ireland. They were glad to hear of the work we are doing to keep our local
reds safe and were very interested in local areas that they could go and see reds. Squirrel Ranger,
Daniel got a job of selecting a wild animal from the competition they were running to produce a
woodland animal ornament for fun. The evening was covered by the local press.
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11-1-19, BIG Quiz Night.
A terrific night in Laragh Lodge. We raised £240. Thanks to Francis Close for the questions and
Gabriel McAuley who volunteered to be quizmaster and ended up winning a giant bottle of
Bushmills in the raffle. Very grateful to all who supported us including our Cushendun friends
who were super excited to win the “tasteful” squirrel ornament on which they had their hearts
set from the outset.
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12-1-19, Ballycastle Forest Safari. For the first walk of the year, we weren't disappointed. We
had 15 on the walk and less than 500 yards into the walk some were able to see a Sparrow Hawk
as it hunted along the path, we also were all able to spot three Red Squirrels as they used the
feeders. Everyone got to see them and for many this was their first time seeing reds in the Glens.
The walk was led by Squirrel Ranger, Daniel McAfee and Forestry Guide, Liz O’Connor assisted.
The group was made up of families, some members and a number of non-members. It was an
enjoyable walk even if it did start off a bit grey and wet but it cleared for a great walk in the
Woods.
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14-1-19, Ballintoy WI. The second talk of the year was to Ballintoy WI. A very active Group of
ladies, the group covering much of the out laying area. A very enjoyable evening with much
interest, almost all had seen Red Squirrels locally with sightings being by chance as reds dashed
across some of the back roads near the larger forestry plantations. All had seen Grey Squirrels as
some point within N. Ireland. All were glad to hear of the work we are doing to keep our local
reds safe. Squirrel Ranger, Daniel got an additional two jobs this evening, one to selecting a spring
flower arrangement and the second to select the winner of a handmade cushion as there was a
competitions to be judged. They also had a report of the evening put in the local press. It was all
good fun.
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February 2019.
2 &16-2-19, Outdoor First Aid. With funding from the “Dfc Volunteering Small Grant Scheme”,
administered by the Limavady Community Development Initiative, we were able to put two of
our Rangers through an outdoor First Aid course. The training took place at Ballyeamon Barn and
was delivered by Trail Shadow. The course was held over two Saturdays with class room learning
and outdoors, hands on emergency response training. It was a very worthwhile course.

14-2-19 Quiz night in Glenarm.
We were able to raise £200. A great nights fun. Thanks to quiz master Gabriel yet again, well
done to the winners the Rail Tufty Club. A Big thank you to all who came out to suport this
event it was all good fun.
23-2-19, Ballynature Day. An excellent day in Ballynure. Thanks to all our volunteers who came
to help at our information table. We were very busy all day long. A great day out and so many
great groups from across N. Ireland doing so much for our environment. This event keeps growing
each year and it’s the biggest of its type in N. Ireland. There were many local groups such as the
Ballygally Biodiversity Group and National Environmental Groups like RSPB and Ulster Wildlife to
name a few of those who attended.
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Raymond, Barbara and Nuala at our GRSG information table.

26-2-19, Heart of the Glens LPS steering meeting. Vice Chair, Daniel McAfee attended the 17th
“Heart of the Glens” steering Meeting. This meeting was to give an update on all of the projects
being operated by the LPS. There was good news that the “Heart of the Glens, LPS” has been able
to get funding for 2019-2020.
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Summary of Hours spent by the Group on Events
Over this last year the group has taken part in and attended many events. This is a brief break
down of the group’s year. It does not include committee meeting, quiz nights, active members
feeding sites and Grey Squirrel control.

Talks
Walks
Meetings
Stalls
Work Shop
Hide opening
Quiz night

8
9
4
11
2
8
2

Average 1-1.5hours
Average 2-2.5hours
Average 1-2.5hours
Average 3-4 hours
Average 1-2.5hours
Average 2-2.5hours
Average 2-2.5hours

Average total hours
Average total hours
Average total hours
Average total hours
Average total hours
Average total hours
Average total hours

12
22.5
10
44
5
20
5

Average Total hours 118.5 volunteer hours
This is a fantastic total, we are very grateful to our volunteers for giving their time to run and or
assist with these events over the year. We know that this is only a fraction of the time in addition
to trapping and feeding that our active members do. We are always looking for assistance and
help at events we attend and run. We would ask if you are able to try and addend it would be
much appreciated from the group.

Thanks to Supporters
The Glens Red Squirrel Group wish to thank those groups and organizations who have worked
with and have supported GRSG in our work this year:Ballyeamon Barn, Northern Ireland Forest Service, Causeway Coast and Glens Council, Heart of
the Glens Landscape Partnership, National Trust, Northern Ireland Squirrel Forum, Ulster Wildlife
/ Red Squirrel United staff, The Wood Land Trust, Mid and East and Antrim Council, St. Patrick’s
and St. Bridget’s P.S. Ballycastle, Ballycastle Integrated P.S., Kilmore House, The Heart of the
Glens Festival, Friends of Glenariff, Glenariff Improvement Group, Laragh Lodge Restaurant, The
Bridge Bar Glenarm, Cloud 9Yoga, Glenariff Forest Tea House, Murray and Partners, Glens Garden
Furniture - Blacks Sawmill, Richmond’s Feeds, Fane Valley Ballycastle, NACN. Ballycastle Girl
Guides, Ballycastle Scouts, Ballintoy WI, Armoy WI, Ballycastle Gardening Club, Ballynature Team,
Health Care Ireland Group, NI Direct, and Limavady Community Development Initiative.
The Group would also like to thank those dedicated members who carry out feeding, trapping,
attending information stalls, walks, talks, tree planting and events that the group are asked to
attend. A big thanks to those members who have worked and are working hard dealing with
grants and funding applications for the group. The work that the Glens Red Squirrel Group does,
would not be possible if it wasn’t for all the hard work of all these members.
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